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Chile

Plebiscite Wednesday

The Chitean public will respond by
plehiscite on Wednesday to President
Pinochet's appeal for support in the
face of “forelgn aggression™ on the
human rights lwue. Despite diment
within the junta, and against the Jwdg-
ment of hie clvilian supporters,
Plnochet i determined to gamble on
thiv *natinnal conmiitation.™
The consequences of expoming the

tegime to popular judgment will almost
surely exceed what Pinochet had in mind
when he submitted his political brainchild.
Hc evidently foresaw an easy petsonal vic.
tory in playing on nationalistic sentiment
againet forcign criticism, He may also
have counted on the pervasive fear that
has developed among the public that the
military will somehow know how each ine
dividuaf votes.

Pinachet did not anticipate either the
immediate or longer range riska. in this
venture. Uniess the vote in overwholming.
ty favorable and the election un.
questionably clean, the prestige of the
regime will suffer and Pinochet’s personal
chance 1o enhance the power of the
presidency will falter.

Alr Force General Leigh stili refusen to
support the plebiscite. With the Junta's
division now (n the public domain, some
shakeup in the governing body will almost
certainly he required after the vote is in,
No clear mechanism exists to prevent this
shakeup fcom becoming another embar-
rassing confrontation within the junta.

A fonger range risk arises from
Pinochet's implicit acknowledgment that
the regime depends on popular support,
The plebiscite is likely Lo creste demands
for other expressions of popu il

Chileans believe the pichiscite will have &
major impact on the country's future. The
junta will not be «ble 1o ignore these ex-
pectations without further political cost.




